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ITo specific action was taken regardinG sidewalk sibl1s as Taen
tioned by Police Cheif Anderson who also reported several near 
accidents on Cabrillo street on account of cars being parked at 
an angle and havin& to back out close to the P. E. trac1::s in order 
to get going, norvras any action taken regarding the dumping of 
sand on the sidewalks. 

l'rustee Hash moved that all bills, properiy alldited, be paid. 
Trustee ~;tone seconded t he motion which was duly carried by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh. Hash, stone· and Proctor. 
IfOES ; l'rustees: 'None. 
ABSEN1'; President Gilbert. 

At 10:50 P.M. Trustee stone moved to adjourn. 

~ cit~y-~fftr~nc •. 
Approved: . ~ . ' " 

Pres1de!lt1>ro-tem of the Board of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance. 

J;,UNUTES OF A REGULAR MEE'.cnm 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
0]' THE CITY OF TOruWTCE 

Torrance, California, 
May 15, 1923. 

A regule.r meeting of the Board of Trustee s of the City of 
Torrance was held in the Council ChaJ:lbers at Torrance. California. 
IJ:ay 15, 1923. and we_s called to order by President Gilbert at 
8:00 P.M . . The following Trustees were present: Fitzhugh. Nash, 
Proctor, stone and Gilbert. Absent: none. 
~ . . 

The minu'tes' of the regular meeting of May 1 , 1923 J \~jel'e read 
and approved as read. 

The Clerk read two telegr'ams from the Board of Trustee s of 
l.lonterey Park concerning bills up before the Governor for his sig
nature. No action was taken on same other than to order them ac
cepted 'and placed on file. 

The following comni1..lnication was read by Clerk B,artlett : 
"Mr. VI. H. Gilbert, . 
Torrance, Cal. 
Dear Mr. Gilbert: 

. Just received a warrant from the City of Torrance and 
observed your signature as President of the Board of Trustees. This 
is news to me, and I want to conGratulate you and also the citizens 
of Torrance. We occasionally heareomeol1e remark that a political 
office is a thankless job. It has been my observation. however. 
that remarks of this sort usually come from people who ta1,e little 
or no interest in the welfare of the COJI'..l;l\1nity. 

The sincere work of our Trustees s ince t he incorporat :1on 
has been a matter of great pride to rne. and I have so expressed 
myserf on several occasions. and I want to say to you and your col
leagues that you,r services ' a s representatives of the people have 
certainly bean most c.ommendable. 

Very truly yours, 
Signed: Hurum E. Reeve. 1I 

Trustee Proctor moved the corr~runication be accepted and placed 
on file, Trustee }?it~hueh se,conded B8Jne which was ' followed by a 
majority vote in favor thereof. 
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A. letter from the Business }.~en' s Association of Torrance, 
signed by Harry l!'. Gadeky, Sec'y, was read. Same asking that 
the wagon restaurant on the corner of Border Ave. and Double 
street be removed. 

l~r. Gadeky explained that the removal of this wagon was 
sought on the grounds of unsightliness, unsanitation and as it 
was 8eainst the existing Ordinance Oll fire zones. 

Trustee Proctor rather' resented an ill1Jllication that spec
ial privileges were being allowed even though others had been 
refused the same right of operating a lunch wagon. 

Trustee Stone could. not see that any damage wa f; being 
done to the other restaurants in the City with the few nickels 
·that were be iug taken by this wagon, neverthe less he moved 
that proprietors of wagons b e notified to ·cease operations 
July 1, 1923. · Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which W2.S 
duly carried. 

A second letter from the above Association read as fol-
lows: ~ 

"The Business Men's Association of Torrance respectfully 
request that you take the proper steps to have a Deputy Con
stable or some Officer with authority to serve legal papers 
in the City of Torrance." 

After aone d.iscussionof ways and means, Trustee Stone 
moved that the City Attorney be instructed to go before the 
Board of Supervisors and request the rearrangement of the town
ship so as to give the City a Constable. Trustee Proctor se
conded the motion \'/hich was duly carried. 

hIrs. Franl( J. Schumacher addressed a letter to Mayor 
Gilbert complaining of beiJ:1..g disturbed by bees-as a neighbor 
kept some bees. The lady explained the trouble and annoyance 
these bees were causing and asked that the nuisance be abated. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Ordinance committee draw 
up an Ordinance regulatinG the keeping of bees within t he . City 
limits. Trustee Nash seconded the motion which was duly car
ried. 

The request, written, of Wells &' Drake to build on Lot 5, 
~ Block 2, a terc.porary structure, cor,:plyingwith the Ordinance, 

etc. VI::! ," read. It was the sens e of the Board that there \vas 
no objection if built of brick and was passed on to the Clerk 
and City Engineer. 

Clerk Bartlett read the follo~'ring petition: 
"The Honorall le Board of Trustees ' 
of theCHy of Torrance . 
Gentlemen: 

VIe, tiie Undersigned property owners in the district bound
ed on the north by the northern line of 222d street, on the 
south by the center line of Plaza del Arno, on the west by t h e 
eastern line of Arlington Ave., and on the east by the center 
line of Cabrillo street, respect1\llly petition you to begin 
proceedil,€!;s for the h ,prOVelilEmt of the' roadways in said dis
trict by grading the saJ.ae and pavinG with a gooti paving, not · 
crushed rock and oil." 

Signed by 32 property owners. 
Krs. Price was asked to notify the owners to meet \'lith 

the Board and decide on the kind of paving they desired. 

A COllU"llUnication from the Petroleum Midway Co. Ltd. \'las 
as follows: 

"City Council, City oi Torrance, Torrance, Cal. 
Gentlemen: 

Application is hereby made by the under'signed, the Pet
roleu;;t ;,~idway Co. Ltd., for a franchise authorizL;c; the laying, 

. maint a ining ano, operating of pipe l 'ines for the c0 1.1"Teya ,1ce of 
oil, 'waterandgas, or oil, or water, orgas, and t he construc
tion and maintena!lCe and operatiOl'l of telephone poles along 
the streets naued as follows: 
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Beginning at the easterly lind tEl . of the City of Torrance at 
the intersection of the City limits with the Long Beach and RedonCb 
Road, thence running southwesterly and westerly along the Long 
Beach and Redondo Road to the westerly limits of the City of Torran ce 

ITery truly yours, 
Signed: Petroleulll Midway Co. Ltd. 

By S. C. Bryant, 
. Right of way Agent. 11 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Clerk be instructed to advertise 
for bids . for the aboye desoribed franchise, and that the Ih1.e b e 
laid W1ere the Supt. of streets may designate. Trustee Na sh se~ 
conded the motion which was duly carried. 

The Petroleum M:idwa.y Co. Ltd. also as l(ed for a tern~orary :Pfl' 
mit tolay a 6" oil line along the above describe d route as per 
blue print attached to request, agreeing to abide by all rules and 
regulations that are set forth in the fr Ell:.ch isesou(:;ht . 

Trustee stone moved that the temporary permit be grant e d con
di tionedon the City Engineer's O.K. Trustee Proctor seconded the 
motion which W'l.S duly carried. 

Abill for damages sustained to his machine was presented by 
H. K. Reynolds. Same was referred to the City Attorney for his 
reconnnendations at the next meeting on motion by Trustee .Fitzhugh, 
seconded by Trustee Nash, and a majority vote. 

Mr. KlUsman appeared before the Board statinb that certain 
places 'in the pavement on Arlington Ave. '\'Ter~ becoming really dan
gerous. City Er,gineer Jessup stated that. he agreed wi ";}- ]I r. Klus
man a s to the dangerous condition of the street; also stated that 
the VI1l1ite Co. would start very soon to fix up s 8. i0. r.treet;. 

Trustee FitzhUGh moved that the City Engineer be instructed 
to confer with the Willite Co. looking toward the immediate repair 
of certain placee pending their readiness to do the whole s treet 
over. Trustee s tone seconded the motion which was duly carried. 

The matter of the Glass Factory extens10n toward and over Bor
der Avenue., as set forth by If.r. Bisbee, wa s re f erred to the City 
El~~ ineer for recommendations at the next meeting. Trustee Proctor 
making the motion, Trustee Nash seconding, and a majority vote. 

Trustee :Fitzhugh moved that t h e Clerk be instructed to have 
200 copies 0 f the Zoning mal> printed or ph otographed. and to be sold 
at 25ft each , including 0. cO l'y of the Zoni ng Or dinance. Trustee 
Proctor seco nded the motion which 'was duly carried by the fo Hawing 
roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash Proctor, stone and Gilbert. 
!'"QES ; Trustees : None. 
ABSEIIT; Trustees: None. 

Mr . Meinzer requested a permit to cons truct a corrugated iron 
addition to the rear of his place of~usiness. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the request b e grante d and the per
mit issued. Trustee stone seconded the motion which was duly car
ried. 

Mr. Steadman complained of the water pressure in his neighbor
hood- 1 t being hardly possible to get enough pressure to water t h e 
garden, and asked that SO!1l.e i:\teps be taken to remedy the situation. 

Trustee Fitzhugh n oved that the water question be re f erred to 
the Chamber of Comluercefor initial action. Trustee Nal!lh seconded 
the motion Which was duly carried. 

No bids were received for the work on El Prado park. 

, Mr. Jessup reported that the Fire hous e and Jail building . Vias 
practicallycor.ipletedand that the grading was under way for the 
intended paving of the alley and approach to the Fire h~se, also 
that .materials for the paving were beinG taken care of. Further '0 _ ...... 

~-



I 
I 

that the Amapola street proceedinGs were advancing; that he under
stood no bond proceedings would be necessary as the cost Vias so 
sT;lall. 

Trustee Nash reported that the appropriations for the var
ious departments were running along very well except for two 
items, sewer connections e::::pence and Police De:pt. expense. 
These items would need another appropriation before lone. Other

. \"lise the budGet was runnir1f; true to fonn. 

Trustee stone moved that a recess for 15 minutes be taken. 
Trustee 1'1".ash seconded the motion which was duly carried. 

After a delightful lunch served by the Masonic order . in 
their new Temple, President Gilbert . called the meeting to order 
at 10: 40 P .li . Trustee stone did not appear fo r the remainder 
of the meeting. 

Trustee Fitzhugh reported for the Ordinance conuni ttee that 
he had looked into the matter of corrugated iron buildings e.s 
allo\'Ted by other ci1;ies in th~ fire zone. After some discussion, 
it \'Tas dadded to limit the number of square ' feet in such build
ings, their position on the lots and that concrete floors must 
be provided, aleo that they shall contain not more than one-fourth 
of the area of the building in front. . 

Attorney £riney read: 
ORDINAlTCE NO. 56 

.AN ORDINANCE AJ.!ENDING AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "Alr. 
ORDIUANCEREGULATING THE CONSTRUCTION, ALT:n:RATION, 
BEPAIRING AND REliOVIHG OF BUILDINGS UT THE CITY.OF 
TORRAlWE, PROVlDINGFOR THE ISSUHm OJ!' PERiHTS 
FOR THE SAm::. AIm :b'OR THE PROTECTIon OF LUl!: AND 
P~OPERTY FROM FIRE, AND ALSO PROVIDING FOR THE . 
~POINTME}IT or A BUILDING INSPECTOR." 

Trustee Proctor moved that Ordinance lTo. 56 be adopted as 
read for its final reading, and that the sa~e be filed in the 
office of the City Clerk. Trustee ])Taeh secondeo. the motion 
?Inich was duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash,Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSElfT; Trustee stone. 

The matter of clerical help was again brought up by Clerk 
Bartlett, and Trustee Nash asked that he be authorized to go 
into the matter with Mr. Gadeky. 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Trustee r~ash be authorized. to 
take the matter up with Kr . Gadeky . Trustee Proctor seconded 
the motion which was duly carried. 

The neVI Zone signs around to\'m and in the vicinity seemed 
to be an enigma to all present. I . 

The Police Chief again referred to the need of a machine 
for use of his del'artmetn, also asked for 2.nother patrolman so 
as to be able to cove r the City in the morning. 

Trustee P:!;,octor .moved that Eseex Automobile be purchased 
on lease contract. Trustee l!'itzhugh seconded the motion which 
\'las duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
HOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

Attorney Briney read: 
ORDINANCE NO. 53 

An ORDINANCE PROVIDDm FOR THE APPOnrTliiEUT OF A CITY 
ELECTRICIAlT. AIm DEFININGHlS POWERS AIm DUTIES; 
PROVIDING RULES .~!D REGULATIONS COVERING ELECTRICAL 
WORK IN THE CITY OF TORRAnCE; PROVIDIEG FOR LICENSES', • 
REGRISTRATImJS AND PERMITS FOR PEESONS DOnm 

ELECTHICAL WORK 
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Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Ordinance No. 53 beadoptec1 8..S 

re8..~l for its final reading, and that sarne be filed in the office 
of the City Clerk. l'rustee .:.' 2,811 seconded the motion Which was 
duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

Ay};S; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
nOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSElITT; Trustee Stone. 

The City En[;'ineer mentioned that many coraplaints had been re
ceived regardi!"'.£; the condition of the streets after the completion 
of building operations, and recommended that a deposit of $20.00 
be demanded in each case to insure the street's being left in a 
cle an condition. 

The matter vras referred to the Ordinance corrnnittee. 

As Mr. J. J. Duffee's t.ime had expired, Trustee lTasIlmoved 
that the City continue to pay him at the rate of $50 .00 per month 
until the first of June, 1923. Trustee Proctoraeconded the 
motion which. was duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fi tzhue;h, !rash, Proctor and G.ilbert. 
Nor;S; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Business License fee be raised 
from $3.00 to $6.00 per quarter. Trustee . Nash seconded the motion 
which was duly carried. 'fhe above change was to. take effect 
July 1,1923. 

Trustee Proctor moved that another night \'Iatcruaan be employed 
beginning the first of June at a salary of $125.00 per month. 
Trustee nash seconded the motion wh:l.ch was duly carried by the 
following roll call vote: ' 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee Stone. - - - ~ - - - - - -
Trustee. Fitzhugh moved that Ollie stevens be employed by the 

Board of 'rrustees as superintendent of the ]'lrehouse and Jail at 
. ~. a salary of 0125.00 per month. Trustee Nash seconded the motion 

which wae duly carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES; Trustees: F.itzhugh, Uash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

The City Clerk Vias ae:ked by President Gilbert to write to 
th~ Pacific Electric Co., requesting that a pole on the southwest 
corner of Border and El Prado be moved out to the curb. 

Herman Schock requested, through President Gilbert, that he 
be allowed to peddle ice cl'eaJ"1l thro"l1gh the residence district 
during the summer m.onths. Said permit was to be granted as no 
opposition appeared. . 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that all billia, pro;pe:rly audited, be 
paid. Trustee Nash seconded the motion which was duly carried 
by the following rOll. call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh. Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
nOES; 'frustees: }Tone. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

At 1:00 A. M. the motion to adjourn by Trustee Proctor, se
conded by Trustee Fitzhugh, received a majority vote. 

City ClerIc of the City of Torra.nce.-
Approved: . . '. h' . 
presid~f Trustees 

of the City of Torrance. 
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